


challenge followed by Rite of Passage since this is the distinguishing point, the 
threshold, as the reluctant hero becomes the assured hero. 

Really, the works just seemed to flow so effortlessly together when we installed 
the show. For instance, I liked the vertical red in Jack Bechtel’s Mountain Oracle 
and how it  is mirrored in Salvador Dali’s Dante’s Death Mask so that, side by side, 
they flowed aesthetically. The works create connections among themselves and 
play off one another to create a larger context. 

What are some of the literary, spiritual, artistic and political heroes that are 
included in the art works in the show?

I thought it was important to include heroes from many different realms to 
emphasize that each individual, when magnified or actualized, takes a different 
form. We’re not all going to be sports heroes. There are spiritual heroes such as 
Noah, Moses and The Prophet, heroes of Herculean strength like Samson and 
Warrior’s Lament. Literary and political heroes are represented in the two works 
portraying death masks – Dante and John F. Kennedy. My favourite is Jesús 
Carlos de Vilallonga’s painting Portrait because it really represents, to me, the 
inspiration coming from within and defining the hero. 

How does the large sculpture at the end of the corridor, called Fury by 
Walter Bachinski, fit into one’s journey of discovering his/her heroic 
qualities? Is this what you mean by villain?

The villain, Fury, symbolizes any experience or circumstance that causes the hero 
to evolve. I thought the idea of ‘villain’ worked well in this situation as a contrast 
to ‘hero’. It brings the idea of hero into sharper focus and magnifies it. The villain 
is anything we come up against in our lives that helps us to uncover a new 
understanding of who we are. 

What do you hope visitors to the Gallery will take away with them after 
seeing Being Magnified?

Curating this show helped me think through the process of how we can live 
our best lives. I hope the show will bring to light that we all have the ability to 
live extraordinary lives if we listen to our impulses and let them lead us towards 
fulfillment. I hope that by considering these heroes and their journeys, we 
can learn a little more about the human condition, and what it means to be 
magnified to our fullest potential.

Being Magnified: Heroes & Villains from KW|AG’s Permanent Collection is on view 
until August 29, 2010.
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Jesús Carlos de Vilallonga, Portrait, 1970, oil on  
masonite, 40.1 x 30.5 cm. Kitchener-Waterloo Art  
Gallery, Gift of Dr. Jacques Bellefeuille, 1992. 
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